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certainly be interesting to see whether the historian is not more impressed 1911
by the patience of the people and the forbearance of the Government than Age 58
by the precipitancy of which some contemporary critics accuse the
Ministry.
Finally—has the Government been more or less precipitate in its
dealing* and more or less considerate of the interests of the Crown than the
Government of Lord Grey at the time of the Reform Bill ? The answer is
that the Reform Bill was only once before the country at a General
Election.
Or has it been less considerate to the House of Lords ? The answer is
that the House of Lords have been given three opportunities of setting
themselves right with the country-—they had the resolutions of 1907,
the resolutions of 1910, with an opportunity of declaring themselves on
the Parliament Bill before them this year. Further, whilst the Prerogative
was invoked by the Grey Ministry, on a Motion of the Lords for going into
Committee, with the result that the whole Committee stage of the Bill was
carried through under the threat of the creation of Peers, the House of
Lords has been uncoerced at every stage of its consideration of the Parlia-
ment Bill, and the Prerogative was only invoked when the Bill came back
to the Commons.
VI
History has still to pronounce on the success or durability
of the Parliament Act as a means of settling the relations of
the two Houses, King Edward spoke of it as "the destruc-
tion of the House of Lords," but that would scarcely be the
opinion at the present time. Asquith's view was that the
power of holding up legislation for three sessions, or a nyirnTn'"^. of
two years from the introduction of a Bill, is a very formidable one
and is likely to discourage all Governments from proposing drastic
legislation for which they have not a clear mandate, or for which
their mandate may be running out. The one crucial experience of
the Home Kule Bill of 1912 even suggests a possibility that the
prolongation for two years of a controversy which has reached an
acute stage may lead to extra-Parliamentary agitation of a violent
and dangerous kind* There are moments in the life of a nation when
almost any settlement is better than no settlement. The coming of
the Great War out across what might have been the logical develop-
ments of the Act of 1911, and though Coalition and Conservative
Governments have had ample opportunity of dealing with the
question which is posed in the preamble of that measure—the
substitution for the House of Lords as it at present exists of " a
Second Chamber constituted on a popular instead of hereditary
basis "—none of them so far has been able to solve it. The sub-
sequent course of events raises a strong presumption that if

